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ONE OF THE EDITORS SPEAKS
This is the busy season and a few of us are

out many nights each week in April, May and
June.  Some of you might think, thank God I
don't have to go.  From the outside, the many
honor nights for the Grand Chancellor and
other Pythians may seem to be nothing more
than a series of boring speeches in which the
honoree is extolled for his hard work and
dedication to the Order, and everyone is
counting how many more speakers must talk
before collation is served.  Sometimes you are
right.  But other evenings are truly moving
events, with much camaraderie, funny
speeches, and heartfelt tributes to a Pythian
who holds the Knights of Pythias together

and makes it work.
A typical honor night in Brooklyn starts with

a group of us meeting in front of Irv Kleiman's
house.  Then we drive, usually in Ron Degen's
car, to the meeting.  The drive is worth the price,
especially when Ed Rasquin is there telling his
great stories. Once we get to the meeting, we
either listen to good speeches or make fun and
joke during poor ones.  Anyway you look at it, we
have a great time.  When the speeches end, the
eating begins, and then it's homeward bound.
The joking continues throughout the night and
smiles fill everyone's faces.

Being active is great. Why else would we do it?

I cannot believe it!  It has already been
almost a year since I began my term as
Chancellor Commander. Time sure flies when
you're having fun, and I am enjoying my year
in office.

I'm not going to make those of you who
stayed home feel bad by reciting all the
wonderful activities that Lodge members and
their families enjoyed during this past
Pythian Year; nor will I dwell on upcoming
events which our Secretary will tell you about
in his column. I just want to emphasis two
things:  If you were not there, why that's too
bad! If you want another chance,  BE THERE!

We had turnouts like we have not had in
years. Many Brothers and their wives have
showered me with compliments about our
fantastic collations. The credit, however, goes
to our Collation Chairmen, Prelate Arie
Bauer and PC LM Monty Leschen. In fact, on
the evening when we have Super Collations,
you don't need to eat dinner before you come
to a meeting. All you have to do is bring your
appetite. And for those of you who have
complained that you cannot eat so late, thank
Arie. Thanks to him, we generally eat at the
beginning, rather than at the end, of our
meetings. The only request that Arie makes is
that if you are not a regular attendee, please
call him at 718-423-8983 to let him know that
you are coming. That way, he will be sure to
have plenty of food for everyone.

There is talk among the lodges in the
Domain of New York, that North Shore Lodge
has the best collations. At DGC Tony River's
Homecoming on March 7th, we were pleased
to have members of Grand Lodge and
Supreme Lodge join us to honor Tony. We
hope that these dignitaries, who included the
Grand Chancellor, a Deputy Supreme

Chancellor, six other members of the Grand
Council, the Chief Deputy Grand Chancellor, all
5 Assistant Chief Deputy Grand Chancellors,
and Brothers from the District and other lodges,
were there to honor Tony for his dedication to
the Knights of Pythias and the excellent manner
in which he delivered the Grand Chancellor's
Message and carried out his duties. I am not
convinced, however, that at least some of them
came for the great kosher Italian food served by
Arie, Monty and the Brothers who pitched in
that evening.

This was my first year as Chancellor
Commander. Rumors are that I will get another
chance. It has been a wonderful experience. I
want to thank my officers, especially Recording
Secretary PDGC LM Irving Kleiman, Financial
Secretary PC Jerry Geier and Treasurer DGC
Tony Rivers for their hard work and devotion.
Thanks also go to Bothers Senator Ben Altman,
PC David Gratt, PC LM Monty Leschen, PC Sid
Lann, PC Jesse Levine, PC David Gurock and
PACDGC Sir Sy Barmash, who have carefully
guided me and allowed me to benefit from their
experience and to properly conduct ritualistic
meetings. A special thank you to PACDGC Ron
Degen for his input, for making me feel very
comfortable in front of the Lodge, and for
helping me to be a better Chancellor
Commander.

Lastly, I urge you to join me on June 6th at
our Installation Night. It will be a fun open
meeting, so bring your wives, family, girl
friends, boy friends or anyone else you wish. I
will bring my wife, Phyllis, and my mother,
Yaffa. Don't forget to call Arie, if you are
planning to attend; but if you forget, please come
anyway. 

Fraternally yours
Izhak Sirota 



FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

THE GOOD NEWS, THE BAD NEWS, THE IN-BETWEEN NEWS
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I just got notice that the Editor wants me to write a
column for the last issue of the "Knight Light" for this
fraternal year.  Looking back and remembering all that
we (the active members of the Lodge) have done, I can't
figure out how we did so much in such a short period of
time.  

We had open meetings with entertainment, dancing
and bingo, an Italian dinner, a chicken dinner, a
homecoming for DGC Tony Rivers, a wine night, visits
to and from Brothers of other lodges, including many
Grand Council Officers.  We also had our annual
memorial night, visited New City-Orangetown Lodge on
October 25th where they presented Grand Advocate,
PACDGC Ron Degen with the Pacesetter Award, and
Harmony Lodge on April 17th where Ron and CDGC
Marty Nyear, President of the Long Island Pythian
Council, were honored with the Blue Jacket.

Marty Nyear also had a dinner in his honor on April
23rd at the New Hyde Park Inn.  I wish more of you had
attended it.  It was a great affair.  

DGC Tony Rivers will have a dinner in his honor at
the Villa Marcello on May 9th.  I hope to see all of you
there.  With the subsidy to paid-up members, the cost is
only $10.00   Where else can you go to a catered affair

for that price?  A fast food meal could cost you more
than that.

Also coming up is the Grand Chancellor's black tie
affair on May 7th.  If you want to go, call me right away.  

On September 16th the District is planning a bus
trip to the Amish Country.  If you are interested, please
call me very soon at 718 225-4166, as the closing date is
almost upon us.

June 11th is the date of the District's Picnic.  It will
be held in Eisenhower Park, Parking Lot 6A, West
Linden Area.  The cost is just $5.00 per family
consisting of parents and all of their children 17 years
old or younger.  If you bring children 18 years or older,
the cost is another $5.00.  All food will be supplied.  You
just have to bring chairs.

On September 10th North Shore Lodge will again
have its picnic at Alley Pond Park.  Information is
published elsewhere in this Bulletin.  Read it and BE
THERE!!! 

Fraternally
PDGC LM Irv Kleiman

Secretary

The good news:  We are ecstatic to be able to report
that PC LM Dave Gurock has joined us at all our recent
functions and seems to be in good health.  Welcome
back, Dave.  You were missed.  Brother Michael
Rosenkrantz had a hole in his heart repaired.  He joined
us at our Executive Board meeting in April and is
looking good.

The bad news:  We are sad to announce that Brother
David Aboulafia is doing poorly and is in a nursing
home.  Although things are bleak, we pray for him and
Ruth and hope for a reversal in his poor health.  We
hear that PC Jesse Levine is, once again, receiving
chemotherapy treatments and hope that he will
respond favorably and bounce back to good health.  He
is always a positive influence at our conventions.

The happy news:  Although graduations and wedding
bells generally permeate the news in May and June, no
one told us about them.  We'll just have to wait until
next time to let you know who is getting a diploma and
who is surrendering his/her freedom.

The celebratory news: Congratulations to Willie
Mays--the Say Hey Kid--who will be celebrating a
birthday on May 5th and must be over 70 years old by
now.  Since I was a Giant fan in the 50's, I do not know
on what days Mickey Mantle and Duke Snyder were
born. Birthday congratulations also go out to Phyllis
Sirota, wife of CC Izhak Sirota (May 4th), PC Barry

Wheatman (May 5th), Susan Bauer, wife of Prelate
Arie Bauer (May 6), Pearl Lann, wife of PC Sidney
Lann (May 8th), the grandchildren of Brother Stanley
and Tamara Reich:  Anna (16 years old on April 11th)
and Jordan (12 years old on May 11th), Ruth Levine,
wife of PC Jesse Levine (June 5th), Senator Ben
Altman (June 14th), and Anna Firestein, wife of
Brother Al Firestein (June 30th).  Happy Anniversary
to the June brides and grooms, including PC Sid and
Pearl Lann (63 years on the 27th), Senator Ben and
Rose Altman (60 years on the 8th), PDGC LM Irv and
Anita Kleiman (56 years on the 25th), Arleen and me
(38 years on the 22nd) and our children, Jeffrey and Jill
Degen (6 years on the 11th) and Tracy and Tony Chirel
(5 years on the 30th).  Besides celebrating their 56th
wedding anniversary, PDGC LM Irv and Anita
Kleiman are happy to announce the anniversary of
daughter Cindy and her husband, Jean-Michel Doire
(April 13th), and look forward to the birthdays of their
grandson, David Lopez (26 years on July 17th) and of
their daughters Cindy (July 21st) and Kim Lori (July
30th).  To celebrate their many blessed events, Irv and
Anita will be going to the Grand Lodge Convention in
Kutsher's.



To My Brothers:
'Tis the season to be jolly, tra la la la la, la la la la.

Yes!  Do you know that I went to three honor nights in
Brooklyn last week?  Do you know what came out at the
end of each meeting?  You're right, food, and lot's of it.
Poor Iris couldn't go on Monday, because it was men
only.  But on Wednesday and Friday, she was at my
side, packing in the calories.  And the best news of all,
it's just the beginning.  We still have all of May and
June.

As I mentioned in my letter to you in the last Knight
Light, the best bargain this year is Tony's dinner at just
$10 per person.  It's not fair that Iris can't go to that
one either, because it is a closed dinner.  But at least
my sons (who are Pythians, too) can join me in taking

advantage of the Lodge's largess.
You will recall that there was a time when I

lamented every penny that the Lodge spent, worrying
that there would not be enough money to bury me.  My
attitude has not changed.  It's just that I decided that
if you can't beat them, join them.  With the money that
we save in food, Iris will be able to afford a grave for
me, should the benevolent association run out of
cemetery plots and money.  If King Itzy would choose to
curb spending, so that no one gets a free ride, I would
jump on his bandwagon.  But Ira is not going to stand
back and watch everyone else get subsidies, while he
gets nothing.  My mother didn't raise stupid children.

Fraternally,
IRA S. LUGENER

IRA S. LUGENER

A MESSAGE FROM THE COLLATION COMMITTEE

THE DEPUTY DINNER

KENNETH I. AARONSON MESSAGE ON MEMBERSHIP
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Dear Brothers,
My wife, Evelyn, and I just had another heated

argument. As you know, I work evenings.  While my
boss Simon is away for three days, I plan to take
advantage of his absence.  I'm going to Tony Rivers'
dinner.  That is the reason for the argument.  "How
come you can go to a dinner when it is only for men, and
when there is a co-ed dinner I can't go?"  That's her
quote.  Is it my fault that we don't have any functions
planned on those days when I am free that we could
both attend?

If the Lodge had bought the junk yard on Liberty
Avenue, my problems would be over.  I don't know if it

is still available, but if the Lodge would go along with
my proposition, I'll check it out.  It probably has not
been sold yet.  I can come up with $2,000.00 for the
purchase and if the Lodge comes up with the $58,000,
there would be an income for the Lodge and I would
have a job.  With the money made the dues could be
reduced and more people would join the Lodge.  If the
Lodge cannot afford the $58,000, I am quite certain
some of the wealthier members would help finance the
purchase.  How about an FHA loan?

Anyway, I'll see you at Tony's dinner.  Right?
Fraternally

Kenneth I Aaronson

The Deputy's Dinner is almost upon us, so put down
this newsletter, pick up your phone, and make your
reservation now!  Otherwise, you will miss the second
best event of the year.  If you already missed Tony's
Homecoming, you will really be in sad shape, should
you miss his dinner, too.  The ten reasons for going to
Tony's dinner are:

10. A ride is guaranteed.  Just call Irv or Ron.
9. You have nothing better to do on a Tuesday

evening.
8. The $30 dinner is $10 for paid up members.
7. The food at Villa Marcello is great.

We are glad to serve you the best collations in the
Order, but we need your help. We have a limited budget
and must conserve as much as we can. So while we have
the authority to spend money on food, we do not have
money to waste. That is where you come in. You can
help us by simply letting us know if you will be joining
us when you see one of our special events with a super
collation announced in the Bulletin. Whether it's a
Christmas/Chanukah Party, a chicken dinner, an honor

night, or an installation, please let us know if you
expect to make it. If we know that you're coming, not
only will we order more food, but we will order the right
amount without guessing. So please, don't be shy, call
Arie at 718-423-8983 and let us know that you will BE
THERE!!!

Fraternally,
Prelate Arie Bauer

PCLM Monty Leschen

6. If you really love American Idol, you can set
your VCR on time record.

5. The speeches will be few and short.
4. The few and short speeches will be funny and

interesting.
3. The camaraderie will be fantastic.
2. We don't want to have to break your legs.
1. Everyone loves Tony and he deserves a great

turnout.

More than 65 Brothers have made their reservations.
Won't you join us?  BE THERE!!!



Please Patronize Our Sponsors

Digital Brochures Online Corp.
Website Development & Maintenance, Newsletters, Journals, Brochures, Logos, Flies

Izhak Sirota 43 Tain Drive, Great Neck, N.Y. 11021
516.987.1200   Fax:516.498.1801    E-mail: itzys@littleneck.net

www.littleneck.net/digitalbrochures

May 2006 North Shore Lodge #824, Knights of Pythias 4

162-05 HORACE HARDING EXPY, FRESH MEADOWS, NY 11365
N o r t h  S h o r e  L o d g e  R e c o m m e n d e d

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
BRO. SEYMOUR RESNICK

Charter Member
(800) 446-0406) (717) 445-0300

www.JewishFunerals.com
One of the few remaining family owned businesses...

Independently Owned and Operated by the Resnick Family

Pythian Brother
Howard C. Kotkin

(516) 764-9400 • (516) 921-5757
Chapels in:

Rockville Center, L.I. • Woodbury, L.I. •Brooklyn
Queens • Manhattan • Bronx •

Florida:Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties
1-800-992-9262

SPECIAL CONSIDERATON GIVEN TO PYTHIAN MEMBERS

Elder Law And Estate Planning
Elder Law • Guardianships • Probate

Trusts • Wills • Asset Protection
Forest Hills

100-15 Queens Blvd.
718-261-1700

Great Neck
425 Northern Blvd.

516-466-4422

Brooklyn
1861 86th St.
718-621-5300



LITTLE NECK-DOUGLASTON MEMORIAL DAY PARADE, MAY 29TH
The largest Annual Memorial Day Parade in the United States will once again take

place on Northern Boulevard in eastern Queens and western Nassau County.  The date
is Monday, May 29th, and the time is 2:00 P.M.  With Dave Gratt, Monty Leschen, as
judges, in the parade, it will be a great event.  If you are interested in marching with our
banner or just want to know where to stand to get a good view and free hot dogs and
refreshments, please call me.

Fraternally yours,

CC Izhak Sirota
516-987-1200
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RONALD D. DEGEN
Attorney at Law
225 Broadway

New York, N.Y. 10007
(212) 227-4530

56-04 Marathon Pkwy Douglaston, NY 11362
718-423-3937

Large selection of fashion eyewear
The latest designer styles

from Italy, France and Japan
LOW PRICE GUARANTEE*

• UNBEATABLE PRICES
• UNBEATABLE SERVICE
• UNBEATABLE SELECTION
• UNBEATABLE WORKMANSHIP

Eye Exams
Tues., Thurs. and Sat. or by appointment

Open 7 days a week
Free parking in front of store

In-home service upon request (Call for details)

* We will beat our competitors’ prices on the same or
similar eyewear. Certain restrictions apply. See store for detail.

254-61 Horace Harding Blvd. Little Neck, NY 11362

Certified Pedorthic Facility
Famous brand comfort footwear Widths 2A-6E in some styles

Board Certified Pedorthists • Professional Shoe fitting
Prescriptions filled • Custom Shoes & orthotics

Shoe modifications & repairs • Footwear & footcare products
Ready-made orthotics • Heel cushions & more

254-61 Horace Harding Blvd. Little Neck, NY 11362
718-357-5800  rss@eneslow.com  www.eneslow.com



SECOND ANNUAL NORTH SHORE LODGE PICNIC   September 10, 2006

THE HOMECOMING

On Sunday, September 10, 2006, we will be
holding our Second Annual North Shore Lodge
Friends and Family Picnic/BBQ.  Last year's picnic
was a rousing success with more than 65 Brothers
and their families and friends joining us and
enjoying the day.  We have no reason to expect that
we will have less fun this year.

The picnic will start at 11:00 A.M. and last until
3:00 P.M.  It will take place at Alley Pond Park,
Springfield Blvd. at 76th Avenue (next to the
parking lot).  All you have to bring is your chair.
We'll supply everything else, including hot dogs,
hamburgers, cole slaw, potato salad, drinks &
more.
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If you were there on the night of March
7th, then you know what a marvelous evening it
was.  North Shore Lodge and the Knights of
Pythias did justice to our own Tony Rivers,
Deputy Grand Chancellor of the 10th District.
Many Lodges make their honor nights and
dinners open meetings, partly because they
cannot attract enough people.  For us and Tony, it
was not necessary.  More than 75 people packed
our Castle Hall to pay tribute to Tony.

With Ron Degen as Master-At-Arms, the
dignitaries were paraded in and introduced with
a dash of humor and lots of fun.  Then Ron put on
his MC hat and led the meeting.  He read a poem
that he had written about Tony and then
introduced the speakers.  Since he knew all of

them, there was a lot of banter and good-natured
kidding throughout the evening.  The next to the
last speaker was our own Chancellor Commander
Izhak Sirota.  He told us a little about Tony and
then introduced him.  Tony, in turn, also gave a
fine speech.  Even though everyone was anxious
to taste Arie's and Monty's delicious collation, no
one was impatient when Itzy and Tony spoke.

The collation will go down as one of the
great ones in the history of the Knights of
Pythias.  Mama Leone would have been proud of
the great Italian feast that we enjoyed.  A sheet
cake topped off the meal and ended a wonderful
evening.  
YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE!!!

AMONG THE MISSING
We have not heard from the following Brothers, who may have moved and whom we cannot reach:

Howard Blauer Laurence Brodish Bob Brodish Max Burwin Solomon Cohen
Ernest Einzig Eli Figler Alvin Finch Harold Gomshay Harold Greenfield
Gerald Guber David Herschkowitz Harry Herschkowitz Marvin Isaacson Alfred Kesunger
David Kravitz Morris Kramer Steven Krause Gerald Leavitt Julius May
Irving C. Mensch David Mermelstein Raymond Ross Milton Rothman Fredrich Scheinfeld
Samfred Schneck Stuart Sorokin George Strizak Ira S. Tillman Howard Turchin

If you know how to contact them or if you see them, please tell me or ask them to call me.
Fraternally,

PC Jerry Geier, Financial Secretary
718-428-0379

The price is JUST $1.00 PER PERSON for
members in good standing and their family and
friends.  To attend, you must register and pay no
later than our first convention after the summer
on September 5, 2006.  So come down to a meeting
to make your reservation or send me a list with
your name and the names of your guests with a
check made payable to "Knights of Pythias, North
Shore Lodge 824."

Fraternally,
CC Izhak Sirota

43 Tain Drive
Great Neck, NY 11021
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THE GRAND LODGE CORNER
The Grand Lodge Convention is scheduled to
take place at Kutsher's Country Club in
Monticello from July 10th through July 13th.
Pythians receive special rates and we already
have four couples attending.  If you want to join
Irv, Dave, Barney, Ron and their wives, just
give one of them a call to get more information.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
Douglaston Welfare Assn. Inc.

Robert Banks, President 631-608-3707
Anthony Rivers, Vice President 516-294-9734
Jerry Geier, Secretary/Treasurer 718-428-0379
In Case of Death
Seymour Resnick 718-445-0300

Great Neck Benevolent Assn. Inc.
PC LM Monty Leschen, Secretary
Howard Kotkin..Emerg. Committee 516-921-5757
Sir Paul Shack, GT Florida (Fl. Contact) 561-496-6954
Emergency  (Gutterman's) 800-922-9262

Free Community Ambulance Service
Little Neck-Douglaston Community Ambulance Corps....718-229-0400
Bayside Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps……....718-225-2828
Bay Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps……….......718-352-1133
Flushing Volunteer Ambulance Corps………………........718-353-4900
Glen Oaks Volunteer Ambulance Corps……………….....718-347-1600

Glen Oaks Welfare Assn: Call Cemetery Direct

NECROLOGY
It is with deep sorrow and regret that we offer

our sincerest sympathy to our Brothers and their kin
upon the demise of dear members of their families.

BROTHER BERNARD (BOB) WOLF

May 4, 2005

PC ADOLPH M. LEVIN

March 7, 2006

BROTHER HAROLD SHEIN

April 25, 2006

PDGC LM CHARLES STEIN

May 1, 2006

We thank thee, O Lord for their companionship 
and the sweet memories they leave behind.

May their souls be bound up in the Bond of Eternal
Life 

and may their families know no more sorrow.
Amen

The editorial policy of the Knight Light is the sole
responsibility of the editors and does not necessarily reflect
the opinion of North Shore Lodge No. 824 or it’s officers. Copy
will be accepted by the editors during any meeting, with the
deadline being the first board meeting of each month. We
reserve the right to accept submitted copy during the second
convention of each month and to decide which copy to print
and when. Only typed copy is acceptable. The editors hope
that the opinions expressed will be taken in the spirit in
which they were written and that no real criticism  intended.

or 
911



NORTH SHORE LODGE #824
Knights of  Pythias.

245-37 60th Avenue, 
Douglaston, NY 11362

Phone: 718-225-4166
Email: kop@littleneck.net

www.littleneck.net/kop

Over a Century of Service • Founded on Friendship • Charted for Charity • Built Through Benevolence
“If fraternal love held all men bound how beautiful this world would be.”

Membership Application
New Applicant [] Renewal []
Full Name: 
Address:                                                             Apt.
City:                                                       State:          Zip:
Date of Birth:                              Place of Birth:
Home Phone:                               Work Phone:
Cell Phone:                         E-mail Address:

Meeting Schedule for 2006
CONVENTIONS ARE NORMALLY HELD EVERY FIRST & THIRD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 8:15 PM

Marathon Jewish Community Center 245-37 60th Ave. Douglaston, NY (718) 428-1580
Executive Meetings are held at Sinai Chapels 162-05 Horace Harding Expy, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

MAY 2nd FIRST NOMINATIONS
MEMORIAL SERVICE--Collation

9th DISTRICT DINNER HONORING 
DGC TONY RIVERS

14th HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY
16th SECOND NOMINATIONS & 

ELECTIONS
23rd Executive Board Meeting
29th HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY - 

ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY  PARADE 
JUNE 6th OPEN MEETING

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
--Super Collation

11th HUMANITARIAN FUND BRUNCH
18th HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
20th Regular Convention--Collation

JULY 27th Grand Lodge Investiture
Temple Emanu-El
1880 Rockaway Parkway, Brooklyn, NY

AUGUST 8th Budget Meeting
Sinai Chapels

Annual membership is
from January 1, thru

December 31 of same year. 

Annual dues are $45.00.

Make checks payable to
North Shore Lodge #824. 

For information E-mail:
kop@littleneck.net

Address correction requested


